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CI U17 GIRLS QUALIFY FOR CONCACAF FINALS IN MARCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marissa McLaughlin’s 5th minute goal in the return leg of the playoff against the Dominican Republic was all the Cayman Islands national Under 17 team 
needed to take the final spot in the CONCACAF Under 17 Women’s Championship scheduled for March 9-20, 2010.  The girls led by Captain Tacita Berry 
displayed an awesome and dramatic performance before thousands of spectators or what could be described as a sea of red at the TE McField Sports 
Centre (the Annex). 
 

The Cayman Islands National Under 17 Girls after placing second behind Haiti in the 
CFU World Cup Qualifiers in Group A last month were qualified along with the 
Dominican Republic who was also placed second in their group for a play off to this 
final. 
 
It was God’s will that the Cayman Islands travelled to Dominican Republic for the 
first leg and drew 2-2 after goal keeper Emily Kelly was taken out of the game due to 
an injury. She was replaced by Ashani Francis who did well in goal preventing the 
score to be different and not in favour of the Cayman Islands. In the return leg 
played in the Cayman Islands all they needed was this 1-1 draw to take them 
through to the finals making history as the first football team to ever reach this level 
internationally.  The Cayman Girls will join defending champions United States hosts 
Costa Rica and Haiti in Group B. Group B will field Canada, Mexico, Jamaica and 
Panama. These eight teams will compete for the championship.    

 
The Girls after playing competitively in 2007 stayed together and trained 
with all their heart under the expert guidance of  Technical Director 
Thiago Cunha and Head Coach Bobby McLaren despite several challenges.  
Their efforts started to show success last month  when they defeated 
Bahamas 2-1, British Virgin Islands 13-0 and losing to host Haiti 1-0. They 
did not give up but regrouped and did what they do best play as a team 
with God’s blessing against the Dominican Republic at the Estadio 
Panamericano San Cristobal in Santa Domingo. 
 
After their return with that score line they were confident that with the home crowd they would get the motivation 
needed to take it to the next level.  The girls will take some well deserved time off from training for the rest of the 
year to return to training in January.   The proud members of the team are Emily Kelly, Brittany Mobley, Tacita Berry, 
Brianna Hydes, Chelsea Bush, Alyssa Chin, Ashani Francis, Marissa McLaughlin, Nickki Ebanks, Shanice Monteith, 
Ashleigh Shim, Chelsea Brown, Chelsea Greene, Ashley Borde, Kaela Ebanks, Xolchilt Watler, Shanelle Frederick, Chloe 
Mclean and Jetena Bodden. 
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Marissa McLaughlin's 5th minute free kick gave Cayman the best possible start 

The capacity crowd was a sea of red 

The Cayman crowd celebrate 
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CIFA YEAR IN REVIEW: 2009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The greatest highlight of the Cayman Islands Football Association football year was the spectacular goal scored by Marissa McLaughlin resulting in the 
Cayman Islands National Under-17 Girls team’s historical qualification in the CONCACAF U-17 Women’s Championship finals.   Cayman turned back the 
Dominican Republic courtesy of the away goal rule. Jetena Bodden and Shanice Monteith scored the two goals in Dominican Republic and with the 1-1 
result earlier this month, the aggregate of 3-3 worked in Cayman’s favour.  

The TE McField Sports Complex was transformed into a sea of red on that historic Saturday evening, 12 December.  Cayman girls will go down in history as 
the smallest island to ever qualify for the finals scheduled to take place in San Jose, Costa Rica in March.  The girls, after placing second in Group A behind 
hosts Haiti in November were qualified for the playoffs.  

Another important and historic event for CIFA was the visit of one of the world sport’s most prominent leaders, Joseph ‘Sepp’ Blatter, President of 
Football de Federation International Association (FIFA) the world governing Football body on 4 June.  Accompanied by other football heads from around 
the region, Blatter flew to the island to officially open the ‘New Home of CIFA’ the Centre for Excellence in Prospect. This event in addition to the ‘Dinner 
for Excellence’ held at the Ritz Carlton on 5 June were also highlights of the year’s activities. 

Robin Russell English FA appointed Football Development Consultant for CIFA visited the 
island in January to conduct workshops with the coaches who participated in online E-
Learning Coaches Training Course and to hand out certificates to the successful candidates.   
He lauded the CIFA administration for being the smallest island to integrate E-Learning into 
the training of Caribbean coaches adding that this had made Cayman world leaders in 
football education similar to the English FA and UEFA. 

In February the Cayman Islands was in the news again this time it was the Under 11 Soccer 
Team who copped the Kick-It 3x3 World Championship at the Disney Wide World Complex in 
Orlando.    The MLA Cline Glidden coached the team that qualified for the finals in 2008 when 
they came out on top copping the 3V3 Disney Nationals 3V3 tournament from a field of 17 
teams drawn from across America.    The Stingrays were formidable from the preliminary 
stages of the tournament making the Cayman Islands community proud.  

The buzz in the inaugural Premier League competition was about the hard to beat Elite FC team whose 
affiliation to CIFA celebrated only its third season. Elite was the most feared as it dominated the 2008-
2009 season copping two of the three titles and were beaten finalists in the CIFA FA Cup Knock-Out 

The Cayman Islands 3v3 World Champions 
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competition.  Elite dismissed former champions Scholars International in the Digicel Knock-Out Cup final 
4-1 at the Truman Bodden Sports Complex on Ash Wednesday 24 February.  Rene Carter was voted as 
the Most Valuable Player of the competition. He netted the first goal against his former team in the 
ninth minute. This goal was untouched by Scholars International’s goal keeper Djordjic Milivoj as it went 
out of his reach and into the pigeon hole.   The perennial champions had not digested the 1-0 lead 
before Donavan Godet took the score to 2-0 in the 15th minute. Elite continued to dominate in the 
second half.  As a result of the continuous pressure from Elite, Hank Parchment made the score 3-0 in 
the 59th minute. In the 79th minute Carter was brought down in the box and Jamaican FIFA Referee 
Raymond Bogle pointed to the penalty spot.  Substitute Jairo Sanchez smashed in the penalty.  With the 
score at 4-0 Scholars International brought on two substitutes; Chris Douglas and Lorenzo Brown. This 
changed the tempo of the game as Scholars International pressed.  Elite’s keeper Joseph James 
obviously under constant pressure fouled Daina Heaven in one of his efforts to keep the ball from 
passing him. This resulted in a penalty which was taken successfully by Nahun Rodriquez.   Referee 
Bogle was invited in accordance with an exchange referee program instituted between Jamaica and the 
Cayman Islands three seasons ago. 

Women United dismissed Future 3-0 that same Ash Wednesday at the Truman Bodden Sport Complex to secure the title of 
the CIFA 2008-2009 Under-17 FA Cup competitions. The Bobby McLaren coached team was more than a match for Future SC 
who played well but could not find the back of the net.  It was Shanice Monteith who went ahead in the 13th minute of the 
game after eluding the Future defense line.  Both teams continued to tussle in midfield trying to get by each other. In the 
44th minute Ashley Borde took her team two goals up to end that half 2-0.  Somali Hall completed the task for Women 
United in the 89th minute after breaking away into Future’s half and eluding the defense network to net a dazzling goal 
ending the game 3-0. 

Elite still in the lead in the CIFA Premier League competition wasted no time to advance to the finals of the CIFA FA Cup after 
defeating George Town 1-0 at the Annex and East End 6-0 at the G. Haig Bodden Sports Complex in Bodden Town.  Bodden 
Town who got past Tigers and Latinos to reach the final turned back Elite 3-1 on 3 May to become the first First Division 
team to get the FA Cup final.  This game drew one of the largest crowds to the newly refurbished TE McField Sports Complex 
where the spectators were treated with a quality performance from the youths. 

Still in March, Jeffrey Webb, President of CIFA accompanied by Technical Director Carl Brown flew to England as part of his efforts to develop 
relationships with the English Football Association. Webb and Brown during the five-day visit met with various members of the English FA’s management 
team, including Chairman Lord Triesman and manager of the England National Team Fabio Capello.  His sole intention was to build on the new 
relationship which was founded on the recent Coaches education programme. Webb also met with former Director of International Relations Jane 
Bateman, FA Development Manager Steve Rutter and Senior Marketing Manager Ed Coan.  

In May Technical Advisor and member of the Technical Development Committee of FIFA Dick Howard made a 
three day stop on the Cayman Islands during which time he visited the island’s top football facilities and had 
meetings with CIFA representatives.  The Cayman Islands is one of nine countries involved in Youth 
Development Programmes. The other islands are Bahamas, Haiti, Puerto Rico, Dominica Republic, British 
Virgin Islands, St Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago.   Howard praised Jeffrey Webb for 
being the key person at the helm of the association for the past 18 years channelling the magnificent changes 
made on the island’s facilities and the tremendous improvement football has made since his last visit in the 
early 90s.  

Still in May the Cayman Islands national Under-17 Girls teams created a stir during a training camp in Mandeville, Jamaica by dismissing a Manchester 
select 4-0, Los Perfectos Academy 2-0 at the Brooks Park Oval and losing to the Jamaica National Under-17 Girls 3-2 at the Drax Hall play field in St Ann. 
This was a trip planned specifically by CIFA to prepare the girls for the 2009 Caribbean Football Union Youth Cup and Under-17 World Cup Qualifiers. 

In mid-May the FIFA RAP Instructors Ramesh Ramdhan, Peter Prendergast and Meree Gonzales administered a five day RAP Course with the Cayman 
Islands Referees Association members. They praised the group for their knowledge of the laws of the games making comparisons with other Caribbean 
islands they had visited.   RAP is a Referees Assistant Program designed by FIFA to assist with the development of referees all over the world that seeks to 
unify the application of the laws of the game throughout various confederations.  The theoretical and practical sessions were extensive and the results 
were remarkable with most of the participants exceeding the instructor’s expectations.   

Brianna Hydes had a 
hugely successful year 

Elite celebrate winning the first of three 
trophies in the calendar year 

Referee Dave Howell is put through his 
paces on the FIFA Rap Course 
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During Blatter’s visit there was a buzz in the football fraternity which included the 
opening of the Centre For Excellence and the Dinner For Excellence held at the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel where an auction was held for the sale of football memorabilia from 
various countries and football clubs from all over the world.  One of the most 
interesting bids was for the jersey autographed by the world’s fastest man Usain Bolt 
who made this donation from a personal request made by the President of CIFA 
Jeffrey Webb.  

Later that month the Jamaica National Senior Men’s Football team, aka the Reggae 
Boyz, flew to the Cayman Islands headed by coach ‘Theodore ‘Tappa’ Whitmore 
where they played two friendly games against the Cayman Islands as part of their 
preparations before going off to the United States to participate in the Gold Cup 
competition.  The team played one game on 25 June against a Cayman Select team at 
the TE McField Sports Centre and the other on 28 June at the Truman Bodden Sports 
Complex against the national senior men’s team.     

The second season of the prestigious CIFA Premier League kicked off its 2009-2010 football season on Sunday 20 September with a charity game between 
the CIFA Premier League/ Digicel Cup champions Elite and Bodden Town Foster’s First Division and FA Cup champions.  This game was won by Elite who 
defeated Bodden Town 3-2 in a keenly contested encounter.  One week later, defending champions Elite lost to Future in their first match in defending 
their title. Eight teams participate in this competition. 

 November was memorable with the Cayman National Under-17 Girls team creating history internationally after hammering British Virgin Island 13-0, 
getting past Bahamas 2-1 to place second behind hosts Haiti who defeated them 1-0 in Group A of the Caribbean Football Union World Cup Qualifiers.   

On 6 December Elite took their first positive step in defending their Digicel Cup title by courageously dismissing Sunset 2-0 in the first stage of the 
competition. They will face Bodden Town in what could be dubbed the ‘Battle of the Youths’ in the first leg of the semi finals on 10 January.   Bodden 
Town defeated last season’s beaten finalist Scholars International 2-1 to take their place in the semis.  The other semi-finalists are George Town who 
turned back Roma 4-2 on penalties and Tigers after outplaying Future 3-2. They too will meet on 10 January at TE McField Sports Centre, the venue where 
both games will be played. 

The Premier League took a break on 20 December for the festive break until 17 January when the competition resumes.  Presently Scholars International 
is in the lead with 24 points after 12 rounds of games. George Town and Tigers are next with 20 points each followed by Bodden Town on 16, Future on 
13, Elite and Sunset are on 12 and Roma on eleven. 

The Foster’s First Division League kicked off on Saturday 24 October.  After an average of 
seven played games Prospect and Academy are leading with 15 points each, East End is next 
with 13 points, North Side and Sunset B are on 12, Latinos have ten, Scholars International B 
nine, George Town B eight, Cayman Athletics seven, Elite B five, Roma B three and Future B 
two.  

Cayman Athletics Sports Club is leading in the point standings of the CIFA Under-13 and 
Under-15 Youth Leagues while Bodden Town are way ahead in the Under-17 category.  
Bodden Town tops the point standings with 12 points clear ahead of East End who has six, 
Elite, Sunset and Cayman Athletics has three each while Cayman Brac, Future, FC 
International, Academy and Roma are still on nil.  

Cayman Athletic Sports Club is leading in the Under-15 Youth League Competition with six 
points. Bodden Town FC and Elite SC are next with three points. Tigers, East End, Cayman 
Brac, Scholars International, Seven Miles, Sunset, Future and George Town are still on zero. 

In the Under-13 category the team is ahead with six points, Tigers has six points as well but with a better goal average.  Bodden Town, Scholars 
International, Seven Miles, Sunset and Academy are next in line with three points apiece while Future, George Town and Latinos are yet to make it on the 
score sheet.  The competition is scheduled to resume on 9 January 2010.  

On behalf of the entire CIFA Executive Members and staff, CIRA and the affiliated Football Clubs I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous  New 
Year!  

 

FIFA President Joseph Blatter with some of  
Cayman's young players 

CIFA Vice President David Frederick and 
Technical Director Carl Brown with the 2009 

Men's and Women's Players of the Year 
Abijah Rivers and Shenel Gall 
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2009-2010 DIGICEL CUP KICKS OFF 
A fearless performance of national representative Rene Carter in scoring two goals against Sunset at 

the Ed Bush Stadium last Sunday was all defending champions Elite needed to advance to the semi 

finals of the 2009 -2010 Cayman Islands Football Association (CIFA) Digicel Cup scheduled for 

January 10 at the TE McField Sports Complex in George Town.  In the other games Roma lost to 

George 4-2 on penalties, Tigers dismissed Future SC 3-2 and Bodden Town stopped Scholars 

International 2-1.  

Carter netted his first goal from the penalty spot in the 36th minute after he was brought down by 

Alan Kelly in the penalty area. Carter with a confident look on his face walked up and sent the ball 

flying pass Sunset’s goal keeper this half ended 1-0.  In the second half Sunset came out with a 

different energy creating havoc in Elite’s half but the tough youngsters did not get weary and stood 

strong holding on to possible the only cup they will have a crab at this season after getting off to a 

slow start.  The ding dong battle continued and in the 75th minute Carter netted again to complete 

his double and land his team in the semi finals. 

At the end of the game a elated Technical Director Gregory Ebanks said, “Elite Sports Club is very 

happy to move on to the semi finals, we will face either Tigers, Bodden Town or George Town early 

next year.  Hopefully we will set a goal to be the best working hard and striving to reach that goal. 

 We will not allow ourselves to settle for anything less than number one, and if we don’t be honest 

with our goals we will be cheating ourselves.” 

Over in Bodden Town Roma gave George Town a hard fight to cop the other spot.   It was Player/Coach Phillip Gayle who scored a classic goal in the 16th 

minute to give Roma the lead. This 1-0 score line remained for the entire first half as George Town tried their best to get the equalizer.   In the second 

half George Town came out with a different game plan and in the 55th minute ace forward Tex Whitlock leveled the score. Five minutes later George 

Town was smiling when the newlywed David “Starkey” Harding made his debut taking the score to 2-1 in favor of George Town.  The game was not over 

yet as the spectators continued to enjoy good football. Roma leveled the score in the 90th minute off the boots of Dwayne Wright.  With a tie of 2-2 at 

extra time Referee Nolan Foster had no option but to continue the game into extra time as one team had to win.  In the 97th minute Roma was on top 

again this time from a goal scored by Marlon Donk. Both teams went into over drive in desperation to get to the next phase of the competition. As the 

minutes ticked by Leighton Elliott netted in the 117 minute to draw level again.   Although fatigue got the better of both teams good football was the 

order of the evening as they continued to do battle.   Then came the final whistle and it was time for the dreaded penalty kicks. At this time it was the 

better team at penalties that would win. This proved to be George Town who won 4-2 on penalties. 

Bodden Town was lucky against Scholars International after playing to a 0-0 score line in the first half. In the 73rd minute Fabian Malcolm netted the first 

goal to give Scholars International the confidence of going forward. This was short-lived as in the 93rd minute a defensive error caused an own goal to be 

scored by a Scholars International defender.    Bodden Town welcomed this error and made the best of it by playing harder to get the edge in the extra 

time. Their efforts proved worthwhile in the 120th minute when Gerome Graham netted the all important goal to dismiss last season’s beaten finalist 

from the competition. 

Tigers FC had to struggle hard to keep Future SC out of the next phase as well. Tigers after scoring in the 36th minute held on to the lead until Andre 

McFarlane equalized for Future in the 84th minute sending this game into extra time.  Manilo Connolly took the score to 2-1 in the 100th minute but 

Future’s captain and midfielder Deon Brandon did not play dead and wiped out that score in the 110th minute.  Two minutes later Tiger’s striker Jose 

Bush was on target and netted the goal of the evening to place his team in the semis. 

Following the draw for the Semi Finals, held at the Digicel Camana Bay store on Thursday 10 December, Elite were drawn against their FA Cup 

conquerors Bodden Town, with Tigers facing George Town.  The games will be held over two legs on Sunday 10 and 24 January, 2010.  

 

Carter was the 2009 Digicel Cup Final MVP 
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